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Greetings from your new pastor! Yes, I’ve been here since late May, but this is my first
newsletter contribution. The past few weeks as your pastor have been an exciting time
of getting to know everyone and getting settled into the job. You have all made me feel
incredibly welcome and I am so grateful.
Since arriving, I have preached a grand total of eight sermons, been ordained and installed, visited a number of shut-ins and taken them communion, attended meetings at
Lehigh Presbytery, had one lively meeting with Session, and gone on one spontaneous
and unintended five-town tour of the area with Melody Faisetty after being rerouted
because of road work. What a summer so far!

As most of you know by now, we are in the midst of a sermon series on the parables of
Jesus. That series will continue through September 8. So far, we have looked at parables of the Prodigal Son and the Knock at Midnight. The parables are wonderful illustrative stories Jesus told his followers, but did you know that some people believe he
may have spoken in parables as a sort of code, to keep some from understanding what
he was saying? Did you know that still others believe he used parables as a teaching
method because he considered such illustrations the best way to make us understand?
Above all, there are so many messages in the parables that affect us, as the modern
church and followers of Jesus. Throughout this series, we will be taking a closer look at
a number of parables – both the well-known and the lesser-known – and peeling back
the various layers to discover what Jesus was telling his followers in the first century,
and what we can take from them today.
Again, thank you for the warm welcome into the Hokey family. My office hours are 10
a.m. until 2 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, and my door is always open. Some days my
little dog, Luna, is there with me, and we both love company, so feel free to pop in.
Blessings and love,
Pastor Christy

OUR CHURCH
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Begins September 15,
2019, at 9 AM. Every first and third Sunday.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: Begins September 8, 2019 at 8:30 AM in the chapel.
BOOK CLUB: Begins September 16, 2019
at 9:30 AM
CHOIR REHERSAL: TBA
REGULAR CHURCH HOURS will begin September 15, 2019. Church will begin at 10
a.m.

Rev. Christy’s Hours: You may find her in her
office Tuesday through Friday from 10 AM until 2
PM. It might be a good idea to let her know
ahead of time if you need to speak with her, you
may call the church at 610-264-9693 or by emailing her at revchristyk@gmail.com
Summer Breakfast Camp—Coplay: Needs Games, most of
the games donated are missing critical pieces or are broken, for instance, the spinner for the Twister game. If you
have games you would like to donate you may drop them
off at our church, there is a box in our foyer. You may also
contact Sue Butchinski or Carol Clancy, church members
who are involved in this program.

SESSION
The next session meeting will be TUESDAY,
September 17, 2019

CHURCH FINANCES FOR June 2019
From Sue Butchinski, Church Treasurer

Giving

Budget

Actual

Over/Under

Income

$7666.65

$10602.55

$2935.90 over

Expense

$8904.15

$7190.40

$1713.75 under

Income

$41627.34

$59680.09

$18052.75 over

Expenses

$37913.13

$35519.29

$2393.84 under

YTD

Adult Sunday School: Will resume
on September 8m, 2019 at 8:30 a.m.
in the chapel. We are studying the
Gospel of Matthew through the end
of the year. Please consider joining
us in the fall. You do not need to be
a Bible scholar to study scripture.
We hope to see you with us in September.
Deb Gilbert

Our church building is 150 years old this year. Please go to our
web page at First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua and
read our church history.
“Many things conspired to delay the completion of the edifice.
The Lecture Room was first opened for
service and dedicated to the worship of
God on Sunday, May 3, 1868. Rev. Earle
presided and preached the dedication
sermon. The main church building was
finally completed and dedicated on September 26, 1869. At that time Rev. James
A. Little, the pastor-elect, presided over
the dedication. The church was quite impressive with its original attractive spire
that had an elevation of 131 feet and
base of 600 feet above sea level. “

From the Nominating Committee:
We are now in an exciting time here at church. Rev. Christy has arrived along with her energy, enthusiasm, genuine caring, wonderful ideas, and meaningful sermons each Sunday morning!
Please prayerfully consider becoming a Deacon or Elder when asked this fall. Rev. Christy’s energy
is contagious! Join in the fun!
One of our church goals is to GROW, both spiritually and numerically. Your saying “YES” and sharing your ideas will help reach that goal. Thanks in advance.

Children’s Sunday School: Welcome Back Sunday will be September 15th
from 9:00 a.m. until 9:45 a.m. Returning for another year, teachers Gail and
Carol look forward to welcoming the kids back for another year of Bible stories, crafts and music. Please mark your calendars now and watch the mail for
registration forms. Sunday School will continue to be held on the first and
third Sunday of each month. Children need not be members of our church to
join.
Eileen Tremblay, Christian Ed. Chairman

Do you have flowers in
your garden? Why not
bring some in to decorate
our alter each Sunday.

August
Birthdays
August 1: Shane Fillman
August 7: Vanessa James
Stephanie Bennett
August 8: William Ducko
August 9: Jeanne McNeill
August 12: John Wheeler
August 13: Janet
Bloszinsky
August 18: Barbara Quigg
August 20: Chris Mondschein
August 23: Linda Schlosser
August 26: Melissa Scheirer
August 27: Jane Stevens

MONDAY MORNING BOOK CLUB is back beginning
September 16th from 9:30 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. The
group meets every Monday. A book is chosen by the
group, jointly read and then discussed. If you would
like to spend some time with a fun group of people
(lots of laughs) looking to learn more about faith and
the Holy Spirit, please come and join us. There is no
Bible quiz, secret handshake or registration, just a desire to deepen your faith and sit in community with
others wanting to do the same. Oh, and did I mention
baked goods and coffee? So, please come and join us.
Call Eileen Tremblay for
more information at 610261-2012

OUR PAUL DYER

URGENT: Volunteers are needed. The
Summer Breakfast Camp is in great need
of volunteers who will work with the children playing games, doing crafts etc.
Please contact Sue Butchinski or Carol
Clancy if you want more information.

Kids Eat Free! Whitehall Coplay Kids’
Summer Breakfast Camp.
Monday thru Friday 8:30 AM
to 10:30 AM.

LIBRARY: This month we
highlight the book “Christianity
A Global History” written by
David Chidester. Mr. Chidester
traces Christianity’s growth and
development from the time of
Jesus to the dawn of the third
millennium, revealing its rich
diversity through the deeds and
beliefs of heretics and saints,
witches and healers, preachers
and inquisitors.

Helping Hands: Save the
Date…..Helping Hands will be on the
road again to Fayetteville, NC on October 19-26, 2019. They are looking
for able bodied volunteers to join them
in their continued work in that area to help repair the
homes of families who were displaced by flooding.
Won’t you consider joining them? No skills necessary, just a willingness to help and learn. If you are
unable to participate but want to help, donations are
gratefully accepted. More information to come.

Free Community Meals: Sunday, August 4: Faith Evangelical Luther an Chur ch, 2255 MacAr thur Road in
Whitehall. Tuesday, August 20 TBA. Please call 610-767-5061 for information.
Open/Drop-In Grief Support Groups: Easton: Fir st Monday of ever y month fr om 4-5:30 PM at St. Luke’s
Anderson, Medical Office Building, 1700 St. Luke’s Blvd, Easton, lower level conference room A.
Gentle Yoga for Grief, Stress and Life Transitions is offer ed by Wendy Littner Thompson, M.Ed,. LPC,
RYT. Please contact her at 610-730-1992 or visit her website at www.givinggriefavoice.com
Wheels of Faith Car Show and Craft Fair, Satur day, August 17, 2019 fr om 9 AM to 3 PM. Rain Date: Sunday, August 18, 2019 from 10 AM to 4 PM. Faith Lutheran Church, 3355 MacArthur Road, Whitehall, PA. For
more information call 610-435-0451. A portion of the proceeds to benefit the Whitehall Food Pantry.
Snack Pack Pals: We continue to help the students of Whitehall-Coplay Schools by accepting items for Snack
Pack Pals. How you can help...Monetary Donations can be made payable and sent to Whitehall-Coplay Hunger Initiative, 1080 Schadt Avenue, Whitehall, PA 18052, or you may donate food, coupons and personal and toiletry
items. Drop off points are the Coplay Public Library, Re/Max Unlimited Real Estate, Whitehall Public Library. For
more information contact Leah Saliby at saliby@whitehallcoplay.org.
The Synod of the Trinity Freedom Grants: A Gr ant was given to the Car lisle Downtown Daily Br ead, a ministry of Pine Street Presbyterian Church in Harrisburg, PA. They developed a workshop for Living project that was
designed to provide DDB clients with access to information, technology and resources to move them closer to self
sufficiency and provide a holistic service approach to homelessness.

PLEASE VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE: The
more engagement our church Facebook page receives, the
more Facebook will make our page visible to followers
and friends. So, take a minute to visit our page at
www.facebook.com/HokeyPres and make sure you “like”
the page, “follow” and “turn on” your notifications.

IT’S A WHOLE DIFFERENCE EXPERIENCE! Have you ever taken the time to look at
our church website? Our church newsletter is there and it
is a whole different experience reading it on line——it’s
in color and the photos are crystal clear. You might even
like it better than the paper version—-by switching to the
on line version you would be saving the church the cost of
a stamp, paper, copier toner etc. Let the office know your
preference.

Remember to save your Redner Tapes and
you soda can tabs, and Box Tops for Education. See the collection jars in Fellowship Hall.

Church Picnic, Rev. Christy with
Romanian Interns.

Please drop a card or note to our members who, because of health or transportation
problems, find it difficult to worship with us Sunday morning.
Mrs. Jane Periera

5575 Green Pond Road, Easton, PA 18045

Mrs. James DeWalt

Cedarbrook, 350 S. Cedarbrook Rd., Room 322, Allentown, PA 18104

Dolly Kramlich

Above & Beyond at the Knights, 1545 Greenleaf St., #302, Allentown, PA
18102

Dorothy Kromer

3107 S. Third Street, Whitehall, PA 18052

Mrs. Lila Bowman

3422 Thomas St., Whitehall, PA 18052

Dorothy Somers

Fellowship Manor, Unit 273, 3010 Fellowship Drive, Whitehall, PA 18052

Jean Krall

Sacred Heart By the Creek, 602 E. 21st St., Room 218, Northampton, PA
18067

Edith Scheirer

Atria Asst. Liv, 1745 W. Macada Rd., Rm. 291, Bethlehem, PA 18017

Deborah Altorfer

Peter Gilbert

McKnight Family

Carol Walker

Abruzzi Family

Rebekah Gilbert

Kathy Micio

Dave Weikel

Stephen Arehart

Raina Gomez

Mary Ellen Oroskey

Matthew Yudt

Karen Becker

Maria Gontkosky

Jane Periera

Cory Borger

Charlie Grim

People in the Military

Bonnie Brandmeir

Glenn Harris

Angie Pontician

Children at the Mission of the Good Shepherd,

Lila Bowman

Pamela Henckel

Jacob Rivera

Jonah Brown

Nicky Hudack

Jen Rowland

Susan Chandler

Joe “B”

Linda Schlosser

Elizabeth Conners

Joe Kanusky

Cynthia Schwenk

Kathy Cutter

Klepeiss Family

Becky Shreck

Esther DeWalt

Jean Krall

Joshua Scoble

Michael Dobry

Linda Kramaranko

Jim Shedlauskas

Lib Dorwart
Dolly Dougherty

RosemaryKravenko
Judy Kresley

Joanne
wicz

Brenda Feiller

Ivy Lynch

Donna Walck

Sienkie-

People suffering from
depression.

