
Elders Class of 2026 

Carol Clancy 

Sally Heffner 

Eileen Tremblay 

 

Elders Class of 2027 

John Hrizuk 

Mary Ann Miller 

 

Elders Class of 2028 

Scott Kramlich 

Sue Butchinski 

Jennifer Hartman 

John Faisetty 

   ************* 

Deacons Class of 2026 

Louise Juretus 

Lois Yudt 

Gail Kramlich 

Deb Snyder 

 

Deacons Class of 2027 

Connie Overby 

Karen Sentiwany 

Sue Hoke 

Barbara Quigg 

 

Deacons Class of 2028   

Melody Faisetty 

Gail Rhinehart 

Megan Justice 

 

The Lamplighter Newsletter First Presbyterian Church Of Hokendauqua  

 The Lamplighter Newsletter  
Welcome to First Presbyterian  Church Of  

Hokendauqua’s Monthly  

Newsletter for the month of 

August 2026 

Summer Worship Service time  

9:30am 

We are thrilled to share some  

exciting updates and upcoming events  

happening in our Church community. 

Grace and Peace to you from the 

First Presbyterian Church Of  

Hokendauqua 



Ponderings from PC 
 Well, the last month certainly has been interesting…we have been visited by a gaggle of 

folks from my home church, we have had some folks finding us after their home church closed, and 

we are looking forward to admitting a few more folks into membership and the requests to join keep 

coming. There is so much happening right now, and I cannot help but be excited about what God is 

doing within and through us. I feel like we are truly living out our mission statement!  

 In the coming months, that mission will take on a very real, practical, and most importantly, 

beautiful form. Through our partnership with Family Promise of the Lehigh Valley, we will be part 

of providing a place of welcome and stability for families who need shelter and support. Through 

the ministry of our deacons, we will continue to offer financial assistance to neighbors facing diffi-

cult and uncertain days and later in the newsletter, you will find what we have done so far this year. 

Through our ongoing support of local food banks—including our goal of 100 pounds of pasta each 

month—we will keep sharing from what God has placed in our hands so that others may know they 

are not forgotten and that they are loved.  

 These acts may seem simple at times: a box of pasta, a gift offered quietly, a room made 

ready, a hand extended in compassion. Yet Jesus reminds us that such simple acts carry deep, holy 

meaning. In Matthew 25, he says, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these…

you did it to me.” When we feed, welcome, encourage, and support one another, we are not only do-

ing good work; we are bearing witness to Christ among us. I am grateful for the spirit of generosity 

that continues to grow in us.  

 Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 9:7 that “God loves a cheerful giver,” and I see that cheerful giv-

ing in so many ways here—not only in financial gifts, but in time, prayer, presence, encouragement, 

and love. The joy we share is not meant to stay within our walls. It spills out into the community, 

reminding us and our neighbors that God’s grace is abundant, God’s love is active, and God’s peo-

ple are called to be part of that love in motion. So thank you, church, for the ways you continue to 

say “yes” to God’s call. 

 Thank you for seeing the needs around us and responding with open hearts. Thank you for 

helping make the love of Christ tangible. As we move into these next months together, may we do 

so with joy, humility, and hope—trusting that even the smallest offering, when placed in God’s 

hands, can become a sign of grace for someone who needs it most.  

 

 May God’s love and grace surround you this day and 

each day that is to come! 

 

Pastor Christian 

 



Sermons for the Month of August 

Date: 1st Reading:  Gospel Reading:  Sermon Title: 

8/02  Genesis 32:22-31  Matt 14:13-21 Exploring the Foundations of Our Faith IX: 

Israel’s Blessing 

8/09  Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28  Matt 14:22-33  Exploring the Foundations of Our Faith X: 

Joseph & His Brothers 

8/16 Genesis 45:1-15 Matt 15:10-28 Exploring the Foundations of Our Faith XI:

Joseph & Reconciliation 

8/23  Exodus 1:8-2:10  Matt 16:13-20  Exploring the Foundations of Our Faith XII: 

Birth of Moses 

8/30  Exodus 3:1-15  Matt 16:21-28  Exploring the Foundations of Our Faith XIII: 

Moses’ Calling 

9/06 Pastor on Vacation Rev. Scott DeCaro, Stated Clerk of Mountain Laurel Presbytery to lead us in 

worship 

The Questioner’s Bible Study: 

Our Questioner’s Bible Study has begun! This Bible Study is for anyone who has not 

spent a lot of time studying scripture or has ever questioned what they have studied. 

If you have ever spent time reading and wondered what or how to ascribe the words 

to your life today, then join us some week (we meet on Wednesdays at 4 PM) for the 

discussion! Here are the topics we will be covering in the coming weeks: 

 

Session Date    Discussion 

Session 6  8/05   When Faith Protests…Job and Lament 

Session 7  8/12   Prophets and Social Justice…Religion that Matters 

Session 8  8/19   Who is Jesus?...Why the Gospels Begin Like This 

Session 9  8/26   Parables…Stories that Refuse Easy Answers 

  9/02   (No study session…Pastor on vacation this week) 

Session 10  9/09   Death & Resurrection…Belief, Doubt, Evidence, Meaning 

Session 11  9/16   The Early Church...Beautiful and Messy 

Session 12  9/23   What Now?...Living the Story and Where Do We Go from Here? 



Congregation Corner 

How many knew who July’s member was? It was Rich K.. 

Let’s test your knowledge of the next church member: Happy Summer days church 
family! 

I was born in Northampton at the Hoff Hospital in the 1950s, and life has taken 
me on quite a journey since then. I’m married and will be celebrating twenty four 
years together in September, and I have three bonus children, two daughters and 
a son—who make life lively in all the best ways. When I have free time, I love walk-
ing at Canal Street Park. Being surrounded by God’s creation always lifts my spirit. 
At home, I’m happy sewing, baking, or playing with my dog. My favorite meal is 
Haddock, and if I need some comfort, it would be a Hershey’s Special Dark bar. 

My connection to First Pres goes back to my confirmation class in 1963. I stepped 
away for many years, but God gently steered me back last year. What I love most 
here is the genuine welcome, the care people show, and sermons that make me 
think and grow. Easter is the service that means the most to me—God’s love shown 
so powerfully through His death and resurrection. Amazing Grace is my favorite 
hymn because it reminds me that God never gave up on me. If I could meet anyone 
from the Bible, I’d choose Daniel and ask him what it truly felt like to 
stand in the lion’s den and trust God so completely. And if I ever ended up 
on a deserted island, I’d only need three things: my Bible, my husband, and 
my dog. With those, I’d be just fine. Who am I?    

Prayers for  

Sue & Dan  Susie L  Courtney L  

Ashlynn  Brianha  Amaya 

Stephanie  Dusty  Steve B  

Jonah  Gail K.  Louiseann 

Nicole  Melissa  Bob O.  

Margaret B  Frank K.  Brett  

Sally & Tom   Carol M. & Family Gail H. 

Diane & Family  Charlie & Barb  Ben & Patti S.  

Sheedy Family  Jennifer H. & Daughters Adrianna  

American Service Members 

Please also remember those who, because of health issues, find it difficult to physically worship with us every 

Sunday. 

Shirley A. Sacred Heart Asst. Living Donald D. Catasauqua, Pa 

Linda D. Cedarbrook  Dorothy S. Fellowship Community 

Janet B. Coplay, Pa 





 In Case You Missed It: Iron Pigs Game Recap 

 

On June 21, 2026, First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua and Salem Unit-

ed Church of Christ in Gilbert, PA, attended an IronPigs game in the  

Diamond Room. It was an amazing day filled with great food, a lively  

atmosphere, and excellent company. Did you recognize that guy throwing the 

first pitch in the first picture? That was our very own PC . 

Splash, Sizzle, and Shout: The ultimate Community Picnic 

On July 25th,Families and friends gathered for an unforgettable day of sun, smiles, and 

fun at our spectacular Community Picnic. The event brought neighbors together for a 

mix of thrilling activities and summer  relaxation. Friends and family beat the heat by 

splashing down massive waterslides and local firefighters rolled in with a real fire engine. 

Our fellowship hall was filled with competitive bingo and  everyone enjoyed mouth-

watering grill favorites, fresh side dishes and cold refreshments. The day was a success 

that strengthened community bonds  and created lasting memories. Thank you to all 

that served and helped to make this  event a success. May God continue to bless you in 

abundance! 



Church News 

N.A meets in the Social Hall Thursdays at 7PM 

Girl Scouts  Meets on Mondays at  6:30pmW 

Family Promise of Lehigh Valley Hospitality Program: The Hospitality Pro-

gram offers overnight and day shelter to families with children, keeping them 

together as a unit rather than separating by gender. It is delivered through host 

congregations in the Lehigh Valley, creating a stable, supportive environment  . 

We are participating with three other local churches to host these families the 

week of September 13 this year. The families will be housed at St. John’s 

ELCA, located at 835 St., Whitehall. St. John’s will be hosting a training event 

on Aug 30th for anyone interested in Learning more about this hospitality pro-

gram aimed at helping families in our community experiencing homelessness 

and also for those who will be helping the evening that we have scheduled a 

time for us to host the families at St. John’s ELCA. We are scheduled for Mon-

day, September 14. If you are interested in helping out with this important min-

istry, please see Pastor Christian and sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board. 

 

Annual Church Yard Sale —Mark your calendars for our Annual yard sale on 

September 19th from 8:00am-to 1:00pm! Donations will be accepted after  

August 31st. Please contact the church office to schedule a drop-off time.  We 

kindly ask that you do not donate electronics, books, DVD’s, CD’s, furniture, or 

other large items. More information will be shared in the coming weeks, so 

please keep an eye out for updates. Thank you for you support! 

Fellowship Lunch - will resume on September 1st, after our summer break. 

Join us for a time for food, fellowship, and friendship at Longhorn 

Steak House. We look forward to seeing everyone then! 

 

Please be advised that our Sunday Worship Service will 

resume its regular 10:00am start time beginning 

Sunday, September 13th.   



  Faith in Action: A message from  the Deacons 

At the end of June, the Deacons met and approved donations to several or-
ganizations that serve our community. Gifts were made to the Hokendauqua 
Fire Department to help those affected by the devastating Allentown fire, 
the Whitehall and Coplay Libraries, the Whitehall-Coplay Hunger Initiative, 
the Whitehall Food Bank, and Valley Health Partners' Street Medicine pro-
gram. We also made a contribution to our church picnic, recognizing it as an 
important outreach to our community.  

Altogether, these donations totaled more than $3,500. 

We're also putting together welcome bags for first-time visitors to our 
worship services and look forward to sharing those soon.  

Thank you for your faithful generosity throughout the year. Your support 
makes it possible for us to reach out to others in meaningful ways. 

One more blessing to share: a generous member of our community donated 
funds to help cover the cost of the luncheon we sponsored.  It's a wonder-
ful reminder that kindness has a way of coming back in unexpected ways.  

God is good!   

Melody 

      Staff Updates 

 We would like to share with you some important staff updates Sherry, 
our Custodian, left her position back in June to pursue a career that she truly 
enjoys.  

 We are grateful for her dedicated service to First Presbyterian Church 
of Hokendauqua, and wish her every blessing and success in this new chapter of 
her life. 

 At  the same time, we are pleased to welcome Christina . Who began serv-
ing as our new Custodian on July 10th. We are excited to have her join our 
Church family and we hope you will  extend a warm welcome to her. Christina 
brings several years of experience as she also serves as Custodian at St. John’s 
UCC on Grape Street.  

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2  

Food bank 

Communion 

3 

Girl Scouts 

6pm 

4 5 

QBS 4pm 

6 

NA 

7pm 

7 8 

9  

Joyful Noise 

10 

Girl Scouts 

6pm 

11 12 

QBS 4pm 

13 

NA 

7pm 

14 15 

16 

Mission 

17 

Girl Scouts 

6pm 

18 19 

QBS 4pm 

20 

NA 

7pm 

21 22 

23  

Deacons 

24 

Girl Scouts 

 

25 26 

QBS 4pm 

27 

NA 

7pm 

28 29 

30 Christian Edu. 

Meet & Greet   

Family Promise  

training 

St Johns ELCA  

31  Notes: 

NA– Narcotics  

Anonymous 

QBS—Questioners’ 
Bible Study 

Sunday 

Worship 

Service 

9:30am 

  

AUGUST 2026 



Church Office Hours:  

Monday through Thursday,  9am—Noon 

Phone Number: 610-264-9693 

Website: hokeypres.org  

Pastor: Rev. Christian Creyer  

Email: pastor@hokeypres.org 

Organist: Megan Justice   

Choir Director: Joanne Matthews  

Live Stream Operator:  

Tammy Seidick  

We’re on the Web! 

www.hokeypres.org W e ’ r e  o n  t h e  W e b !  

w w w . h o k e y p r e s . o r g  

MORE PEOPLE  BECOMING MORE LIKE 

CHRIST IN ALL OUR RELATIONSHIPS 

First Presbyterian Church of  

Hokendauqua 

3005 S. Front Street 

Whitehall, PA 18052 




