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Elders Class 2026 

Carol Clancy 

Sally Heffner 

Eileen Tremblay 

 

Elders Class of 2027 

Kevin Justice 

John Hrizuk 

Mary Ann Miller 

Phil Overby 

Elders Class of 2028 

Scott Kramlich 

Sue Butchinski 

Jennifer Hartman 

John Faisetty 

     ************* 

Deacons Class of 
2026 

Louise Juretus 

Lois Yudt 

Gail Kramlich 

Deb Snyder 

 

Deacons Class of 
2027 

Connie Overby 

Karen Sentiwany 

Sue Hoke 

Barbara Quigg 

 

Deacons Class of 
2028   

Melody Faisetty 

Gail Rhinehart 

Megan Justice 

Welcome to First Presbyterian  Church Of  

March 2026 Newsletter 

Hokendauqua’s Monthly Newsletter 

Updating and sharing with you all the stories of what we are 

up to as a church. We invite you to share it’s contents to the 

community. 

“Create in me a pure heart O God “ Psalms 51:10 



Ponderings from PC: 

 

Happy Spring Everyone!!!! Well, at least I hope it comes soon…The blessing of coming to 

the third month of a new year is that spring comes at the end (or very near) the end of the 

month. With that comes some struggles with sneezes, runny nose, and watery eyes, but I will 

take that over the sub-zero temperatures that we have had so far this year! But March also 

means that Lent is upon us and Easter is not far behind. My favorite holiday has always been 

Christmas, but here’s the thing that I am finding as I get older....I am  appreciating the scrip-

ture and stories we read during Lent and especially the empty tomb more and more. That 

might be because I am realizing (as we celebrated Ash Wednesday recently) that I will one 

day return to the dust of the earth. I don’t want to bring about any sad or hard feelings but I 

say this because there is So much more promise in the resurrection than I had ever realized. 

As we go through Lent together this year, I am inviting folks to learn more about the  

characteristics of Christ and maybe find some long-lasting hope to hold throughout our lives. 

As you will see later, we discover that Christ came as a forgiver (we all should already be fa-

miliar with that characteristic), he was and continues to be a healer, he listened to what  

people needed and he continues to listen to our needs today, he encouraged those around him 

to carry his message and continues to encourage us to carry that message in our hearts and 

share it whenever we can, he protected those he loved and continues to protect our spirits, 

and as a comforter, he prayed for his friends, of which we can consider ourselves as well. I 

hope that you will find something to use for your life in all these words and join me as we 

discover something about Christ that  maybe we knew but need to renew…May we all be 

blessed in this season as we are a blessing to others! 

God’s peace and blessings,     

Pastor Christian 



Lenten Mid-Week Study 

This year, Pastor Christian will be leading us through a video study discussing our 

level of happiness viewing the documentary, “Happy”.  HAPPY is an award-

winning feature-length documentary that takes us on a journey from the swamps 

of Louisiana to the slums of Kolkata, India, in search of what really makes people 

happy. Combining  real-life stories of people from around the world and insightful 

interviews with the  leading scientists in happiness research, HAPPY explores the 

secrets behind one of our most valued emotions. We will be meeting at 4:30PM 

each of the weeks and then sharing some soup and bread afterward as a way to 

fellowship. The schedule for these studies is as follows: 

 

Tuesday, Mar 3 Session 2 

Wednesday, Mar 11 Session 3 

Wednesday, Mar 18 Session 4 

Wednesday, Mar 25 Session 5 (Final Session) 

Date    Time  Discussion 

Mar 3   4:30pm What Makes Us Happy 

Mar11   4:30pm Values and Happiness 

Mar 18   4:30pm Social Side of Happiness 

Mar 25   4:30pm Practicing Happiness 



Date OT Reading   Gospel   Sermon Title 

     

3/01 Jer 29: 10-14  John 3:1-17     Savior, Servant, 

     Friend :  Listener 

 

3/08 Isa 41:8-11 Matt 8:5-13      Savior, Servant 

     Friend : Encourager 

 

3/15 PS 121 John  14: 18-27     Savior, Servant,  

     Friend: Protector 

 

3/22 Isa 51:1-6 John 11:17-27     Savior, Servant,  

      Friend:  Comforter 

 

3/29 Zec 9:9-11 Luke 19:28-40   Savior, Servant,  

      Friend:   The King 

 

4/02 Ps 145: 15-17 John 13:3-16    Savior, Servant, Friend:  

     The  Servant 

 

4/05 Job 19:23-27 John 20:1-18    Savior, Servant,  

      Friend: Redeemer 

The Season of Lent 

Lent provides us with a perfect chance to explore the extraordinary attributes of our Savior, 

Servant, Friend, Jesus. It is a time to marvel at the many blessings we received when he laid 

down his life for us on the cross and then rose victorious from the grave. Each service in this  

series dwells upon a different aspect of our greatest Friend and what each characteristic means 

to us as his followers and friends. We begin our study on Ash Wednesday and complete the se-

ries on Easter Sunday. 



Let’s Welcome Our New Members 

It was a bitter cold morning on February 1, yet four new members were warmly  

Welcomed into our family of faith. Stephanie Creyer, Faye & Basil  Mehalshick, and  

Sheila Schirmacher are four new blessings in the life of our church. They have been  

worshipping with us for several months and we are delighted they decided to officially join 

us.  Your presence here is a blessing, and we are genuinely thrilled to have you with us. 

      





    Chili Cook –Off  

Despite challenging weather conditions and the necessary rescheduling due to a snowstorm, 

The First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua 2nd Annual Chili Cook-Off event proved to be a 

success, bringing the community together. This year’s Chili Cook-Off winners were selected by 

an esteemed panel of judges  including: Tom Bohner, representing the Hokey American Le-

gion; Scott Cope, Retired CPO, Wildlands Conservancy; Cynthia Litzenberger, NCC  

Administrator of Culinary Arts; Mayor Joe Marx; and Kevin Justice, CEO of Ignite2X Marketing 

Agency. Additionally, a separate table of volunteers served as the People’s Choice  judges. The 

panels carefully evaluated each entry based on flavor, consistency, appearance, aroma, crea-

tivity, spice, and aftertaste. After thorough deliberation, the 2026 winners were announced. 

Judges Panel Awards 

People’s Choice 

1st Place to Simply Smooth Catering  and 1st Place to Joanne Matthews 

2nd Place to Barbara Mc Conaugey  and  2nd Place to Simply Smooth Catering 

3rd Place to Basil Mehalshick  and 3rd Place to Connie Overby 

Congratulations to all  the contestants! 

Highlights 

 Of  

 The  

 Chili  

Cook-Off 

“Community 

 In 

    Action” 





Madeline H.  March 1st  Gail   R.  March 15th 

Eileen T.   March 3rd  Pamela F.    March 17th 

Basil   M.   March 4th  Megan  L.  March 17th 

Sally   H.   March 5th  Patti S.  March 21st 

Ron     L.   March 6th  Briahna S.  March  22nd 

Jaxson   P.   March 6th  Mickey S.  March 27th 

Mackenzie  M.  March 12th Benjamin S.  March 30th 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 



What’s Going On 

March 3rd  Session 2  Video Mid-week Lenten study 

March 3rd Tues Fellowship lunch will be held at  

On The Border Mexican Grill,  

909 Airport Center Rd, 

Allentown, P.A 18109 

March 6th Comedy Night at 6pm 

March 8th Easter Flower orders are due 

NA will continue to meet every  Thursday  at 7pm 

Adult Sunday School  meets  after service on Sundays 

Choir practice is held every Wednesday at 6pm except  the third Wednesday of 

the month  due to  Session Meeting. The Choir will sing on the 1st and 3rd 

Sunday of the month. 

Tuesday Fellowship meets every first and third Tuesday of the month. The third  

Tuesday is meeting at the church for fellowship. All  are welcomed. 

March Greeters/Ushers 

Carol & Tom Steigerwalt   March 1st 

Karen  & Dave Sentiwany  March 8th 

Donna Fink & Sue Hoke  March 15th 

Eileen Tremblay & Sue Butchinski   March 22nd 

Jennifer Hartman & Bonnie Smith  March 29th 



Prayers for  
Brianha   Amaya   

Jonah    Margaret B.   

Louiseann   Friends of Wire 

The Snyder Family  Todd 

 

Please also remember those who, because of health issues, find it difficult to 
physically worship with us every Sunday. 

Shirley A.   Sacred Heart Assisted Living 

Janet B.   Coplay, Pa 

Donald D.   Catasauqua, Pa 

Linda D.   Cedarbrook 

Dorothy S.   Fellowship Community 

Father’s Day at the Iron Pigs: 

On Sunday, June 21, you are invited to join Pastor Christian 

and Stephanie in the Diamond Room at the Iron Pigs. This 

year, we are joining with another group and have reserved a 

suite at Coca-Cola Park to watch a little baseball and cele-

brate with our fathers! Tickets are $40 for this event and can 

be reserved with Stephanie. This gets you a wristband to 

have a special seat in the Diamond Room for 2 ½ hours of 

buffet food to enjoy, free soft drinks until the 8 th inning, 

and a climate controlled space to watch the game on a big 

screen or a small seating area under cover (so no sitting the 

rain this time around). First pitch is at 1:05 PM and by pur-

chasing your tickets ahead of time, you are guaranteed a seat and an entry into the Pig-in-a-Poke 

contest. Join us for some food, fun, and a lot of baseball as we celebrate dad! 

 



Sunday Monday Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat

1 

(Food bank) 

No Communion 

Adult Sunday School 

2 

Scouts 

6:30 

3Fellowship 

Lunch  will be 

held  at  “On 

The Border 

Mexican Grill” 

Happy Study 

4 

Choir  Practice                

            6pm 

5 

      NA  

  Meetings 

     7pm 

6 

  Comedy                   

     Night 

       6pm 

7 

8  Girl Scout Sun 

(Joyful Noise) 

Adult Sunday School 

 

9 

Scouts 

6;30 

10  11 Happy Study               

          4 :30pm 

Choir  Practice 

          6pm 

12  

        NA  

   Meetings  

       7pm 

13 14 

15 (Mission) 

Adult Sunday School 

After service 

16 

Scouts 

6:30 

17 

Fellowship 

Crafts at 

Fellowship 

18  

Happy  Study 

          4:30pm 

Session Meeting 

19  

     NA 

  Meeting 

      7pm 

20 21 

22 (Deacons) 

Adult Sunday School 

After service 

23 

Scouts 

6:30 

24 25  

    Happy Study 

         4:30pm 

Choir Practice                          

6:00pm 

26 

     NA 

   Meeting  

       7pm 

27 28 

29  Palm Sunday 

(Food Bank) 

30 Mon  

Holy 

Week 

31 Tuesday 

 Holy Week 

  

    

OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Thursday,  9am—Noon 

PHONE NUMBER: 610-264-9693.  

WEBSITE: Hokeypres.org  

EMAIL: hokeypres@gmail.org  

Pastor Christian Creyer 

GOD IS LOVE 

Love thy neighbor 

   MARCH 

First  Presbyterian Church of  Hokendauqua  




