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Hello, everyone!

MaryAnn Miller

I hope you are doing well despite these crazy times we are living in. I have spoken with many of you on the
phone in recent weeks, and if I haven’t gotten to you yet, know that I’m working on it! It is such a joy for
me to hear your voices and connect with you despite the physical distance between us.
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I know this is such a trying time in our lives. For many of us, just the inability to gather at church on Sunday
mornings, or for our various small groups, is enough to throw off our sense of balance. Church is where we
connect, where we reboot our spirits after a long week.
But here’s what I want us to remember right now, and it’s become more evident every passing day: Church
is not cancelled. We are not closed. The building is closed, yes, but the church isn’t the building. That’s just
where we sit. We ARE the church, so wherever we are, the church is. And right now our church is spread
over a bunch of different towns, under a bunch of different roofs.
We have been gathering online on Sunday mornings for the past few weeks, and while it’s not ideal, it is
certainly better than not gathering at all. The miracle of technology has allowed me to continue bringing
you the message every week, and Facebook Live allows for you to post comments during the service. We
still do a virtual Passing of the Peace, which helps us feel connected, and we even offer online giving so you
can keep up with your tithes and offerings. You can continue to mail your checks to the church as well – the
mail is collected regularly and finances are still being managed by our capable treasurer, Sue Butchinski.
Above all, we are still connected in our hearts, and in our shared love for Jesus. He and the disciples didn’t
have a church building where they met. They met in different people’s homes, or they gathered outside or
in borrowed spaces. When you look at it that way, we are more like the first church than ever.

Carol Steigerwalt

It’s okay to be scared, or discouraged, or lonely, or bored, or any of the other emotions we’ve all been feeling since this whole thing started. But just know that we will come out of this not merely okay, but better
than ever.

Deacons Class of 2022

Keep looking up, my friends. God’s got this.

Carol Clancy

Blessings and love,

Megan Justice

Pastor Christy

Karen Sentiwany

Maddie Stettler
Jayne Stevens

OUR CHURCH
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Postponed
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: Postponed
BOOK CLUB: Postponed
EVENING BOOK CLUB: Postponed
CHOIR REHEARSAL: Postponed

Rev. Christy’s Hours: if you need to speak with

Session: Zoom Conference

her, you may call the church at 610-264-9693 or by
emailing her at revchristyk@gmail.com

TRYING TIMES IN OUR CHURCH AND THE WORLD

Here is hoping all of our church family is holding their own during this disaster that has hit the world. Some of you may not be able
to keep your heads above water right now much less being able to help with the church’s finances. Session made the decision to
apply for a PPP loan through the Small Business Administration to help us to keep paying our employees, but the well had run dry
before we even got our application in. There is hope that the SBA will get more funds, and if they do our application will be there.
We have been receiving donations through the mail, through PayPal and just drop-offs at the church mail slot, but even so, we fell
under budget in March, and we have not hit budget yet in April, but we have one more week to go, so we may get there. So I am
just asking that in these hard times please don’t forget your church financially if you are able.
Sue Butchinski, Church Treasurer

CHURCH FINANCES FOR March 2020 From Sue Butchinski, Treasurer
MTD:

Actual

Budget

Over/Under

Giving

$ 8642.08

$11589.79

$2947.74- Under

Expenses

$10093.20

$10139.29

$

Giving

$27811.01

$28368.72

$ 557.71- Under

Expenses

$30172.54

$30173.10

$

46.09– Under

YTD:

.56- Under

Paul Dyer Health Library: This month we
highlight the book “The Bible Promise
Book” whatever the need of the moment, the answer is to be found in Scripture. One quote: And he said unto them,
why are ye so fearful? How is it that ye
have no faith? Mark 4:40

PER CAPITA FOR 2020
The Per Capita for 2020 has increased to
$39.10.
Pennsylvania Property Tax or Rent Rebate
Program. Please contact Eileen Tremblay
for information. This program is based on
income.

Offering Options:
Mail: Send to the church mailing address: 3005 S. Front Street, Whitehall, PA 18052
PayPal: Go to church website and click on “Make An Offering” link or go to: bit.ly/HokeyPresPayPal

You do not need a PayPal account. PayPal accepts all major credit and debit cards.
Please note your giving envelope number in the “Notes” section on the PayPal
page.

Website:

Visit hokeypres.org for any news updates as well as current and past newsletters.

Livestream of online Sunday worship service:

Go to www.facebook.com/HokeyPres and click

on “Videos”. The live video will show up around 9:55 AM with a red “Live” graphic on the video image. Comment on the video to let us know you are present and say hi to fellow congregants!

Missed a worship service or one of Pastor Christy’s “fireside chat” videos?

All videos from March

and April (and going forward) are recorded and available on the church website at hokeypres.org

Prayer Requests:

Do you have a joy to share or a concern to pray over? Please email prayer requests

to Pastor Christy at revchristyk@gmail.com during the week and they will be included in an upcoming online
Sunday service. Thank you!

Looking for people to share worship music for our online church services.

Do you have a piece

of worship music (religious music only, we don’t have licensing permission to livestream secular music) you
would like to share during an upcoming online church service? Share your singing voice or instrument playing
by sending a message to Pastor Christy at revchristyk@gmail.com and let’s get that coordinated. You can record the music piece at home and Pastor Christy can play the music during the online service.
Thank you all,
Tammy Seidick, Session Communication Committee

Fishing Season is Still Open:

So, how is your fish feeding program going? I

hope you are continuing to “feed” your fish even though we are not together. Now that Lent
has come and gone, the Mission Committee suggests that if you donated money based on the
Lenten calendar, you should now switch to the .05 cents a meal per day, or $1.05 per week.
(please feel free to round up). Just to repeat, the money collected in our fish will allow the
Sunday School kids to purchase items from the Presbyterian Giving Catalog. One example
would be the purchase of water filters at a price of $50 per filter. “In places like Flint, Michigan, Puerto Rico and other communities, residents must cope with contaminated local water
systems. A gift of water filters will provide families with SAFE water for drinking, bathing and
cooking.” Hopefully, we will be back by June so the kids can “reel in all the fish”
and choose their gifts for communities at home and around the world.

Sunday School Update:

Our church building continues to be closed due to the

Covid-19 pandemic. While we cannot meet in person, we are continuing to teach the kids
Bible lessons, crafts and coloring sheets through emails. We all miss the kids immensely
both in class and during the Children’s Chat. We will continue to provide lessons on-line until we can meet in person. To that end, we don’t know when we will be able to reopen again,
but we will certainly keep you informed moving forward. If you have any questions or need
help with anything, please let us know by calling the church office.
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed for I am your God.” Isaiah 41:10

Easter Flowers were handed out by our deacons over
the Easter Holiday. Below we see Carol Clancy and Jayne Stevens masked up and ready to roll. Donna Fink is not in the
photo but was also helping.

The grounds of our church look beautiful thanks to
this mysterious person weeding. But wait!! The bend of that
knee, the turn of that foot—-could it be——ELVIS??

New Eyes for the Needy
The Mission Committee is continuing their
collection of used (good condition) eyeglass.
The glasses will be mailed to New Eyes, a nonprofit agency located in New Jersey. New
Eyes volunteers are specially trained to test
and sort the glasses into different categoriesafter which they are distributed through international charities and small medical missions.
All prescription glasses, reading and sun are
appreciated. Even your inexpensive readers
are used. Please make sure the glasses are
not broken. There is a ‘bucket’ on the table in
Fellowship Hall. The Mission Committee
thanks you for your help with this project.

May Birthdays
May 2: Phil Overby
May 7: Ryan Pontician
May 9: Joyce Wheeler
May 10: John Faisetty
May 13: Andrew Smicker
May 17: Donald Heiney
May 18: Kimberly Bydlon

May 27: Brooke Petrasovits
May 28: Erin Petrasovits
Dahlia Janis
May 29: Karen Bydlon
May 30: Riley Madison Hartman Buskirk

IT’S A WHOLE DIFFERENCE EXPERIENCE! Have you ever taken the time to look at our church
website? Our church newsletter is there and it is a whole different
experience reading it on line——it’s in color and the photos are
crystal clear. You might even like it better than the paper ver sion—-by switching to the on line version you would be saving the
church the cost of a stamp, paper, copier toner etc. Let the office
know your preference.

PLEASE VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE: The more
engagement our church Facebook page receives, the more Facebook will make our page visible to followers and friends. So,
take a minute to visit our page at www.facebook.com/HokeyPres
and make sure you “like” the page, “follow” and “turn on” your
notifications.

Remember to save
your Redner Tapes
and you soda can
tabs, and Box Tops
for Education. In
Fellowship Hall.

Please drop a card or note to our members who, because of health or transportation
problems, find it difficult to worship with us Sunday morning.
Mrs. Jane Periera

5575 Green Pond Road, Easton, PA 18045

Mrs. James DeWalt

Cedarbrook, 350 S. Cedarbrook Rd., Room 322, Allentown, PA 18104

Dolly Kramlich

Above & Beyond at the Knights, 1545 Greenleaf St., #206 Allentown, PA 18102

Mrs. Lila Bowman

3422 Thomas St., Whitehall, PA 18052

Jean Krall

Sacred Heart By the Creek, 602 E. 21st St., Room 218, Northampton, PA 18067

Edith Scheirer

Atria Asst. Liv, 1745 W. Macada Rd., Rm. 291, Bethlehem, PA 18017

Mae Hart

Devon House, 1930 Bevin Drive, Allentown, PA 18103
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People in the Military

Bonnie Brandmeir

Matthew Hess

Angie Pontician

Children at the Mission of the Good Shepherd,
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Jim Shedlauskas

Dolly Dougherty

Jaden Leiby

Joanne Sienkiewicz

Brenda Feiller

Ivy Lynch

Donna Walck

Peter Gilbert

McKnight Family

Carol Walker

Rowan Sharrar

People suffering from
depression.
People who are suffering because of the virus.

