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Letter from the Pastor:
I’ve heard it said that the one constant in life is change. Nothing ever stays the
same, and even when the shifts are small, they are still changes.
Change is on my mind right now. As I’m typing this, I’m looking out my writing
room window at what looks like a sunny summer day. The leaves are still green,
the sky is a bright blue, cars are going past with their windows rolled down. But
in
truth, it’s a little chilly. The air has that whisper of autumn that will become louder in the coming weeks until
it shouts summer right out the door.
There is something comforting about the changing seasons. Nature doesn’t stress about how it can be autumn already. Nature doesn’t get depressed because it will be winter soon. I’ve been guilty of both of those
sentiments, but lately I’ve begun to see the changing seasons as God’s way of showing me that everything is
going to be okay. I just have to relax and trust that, in the words of C.S. Lewis, “There are better things
ahead than any we leave behind.” Lewis penned these words to a friend who was fearing she would die
soon, but they bring comfort to anyone who is facing change.
We have had changes in our congregation. People have moved away, new people have come in, longtime
members have passed away, babies have been baptized. We laugh, we cry, we celebrate, we grieve, and life
goes on.
If it isn’t obvious by now, autumn makes me reflective. Soon I will put away my spring and summer home
décor and replace it with garlands of red and gold leaves and baby pinecones. I’ll put away my peony oil
diffusers and put out apple spice candles. I’ll turn off the air conditioner and bring out the cozy throw blankets. I’ll pack away my sandals and watercolor skirts and bring out my boots and sweaters. But I’m not
mourning the loss of summer, I’m welcoming in the comforts of winter.
Change is easier to bear when we remember that God is already ahead of us. Whether it’s an hour from
now, or tomorrow, or 20 years down the road, there’s nothing coming that God doesn’t already know. Jeremiah 29:11 says “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’”

Carol Clancy

If you’re like me and you’ve struggled to face changes, whether it’s changes in our lives or the changing seasons, remember to keep looking up. Seasons change, but God doesn’t. Deuteronomy 31:8 tells us that God
will never leave us or forsake us. Malachi 3:6 says “I, the Lord, do not change.” And Hebrews 13:8 says Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

Megan Justice

Love and blessings,

Maddie Stettler

Pastor Christy

Carol Steigerwalt
Deacons Class of 2022

Jayne Stevens

OUR CHURCH
Thanksgiving Food Pantry:

This year

our church will collect boxes of any kind of

JELLO
We will need to collect 125 boxes by October
25, 2020. You may drop your boxes at church
any Wednesday from 9 AM to Noon or at Carol
Steigerwalt’s house at 3530 Center Street in
Whitehall. Please call ahead at 610-264-4401
and Carol will have a container on her porch for
the boxes you drop off.

Rev. Christy’s Hours:
COVID has changed everything. If you need to speak
with Rev. Christy you may
call the church at 610-2649693 or you may email her at
revchrisyk@gmail.com

Nominating Committee: All positions for Elder have
been filled. We thank the people who have stepped forward. Please prayerfully consider being an Elder in the future, if called on.
Melody Faisetty
Nominating Committee

ZOOMING INTO SUNDAY SCHOOL—BAM!
Your Lehigh Presbytery has a mission statement that says, “For such a time as this, the congregations and
leadership of Lehigh Presbytery will partner to challenge and resource each other, so that we may boldly
risk our comfort for the sake of the Gospel of Christ. So, here we are at just such a time, boldly moving out
of our comfort zone to “do a new thing” with our Sunday School program. Twice a month a “Bible and Me”
box will be mailed to each family. Included in the BAM box will be 2 lessons and craft materials for both
those lessons. Then the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month at 9:00 a.m. we will be ZOOMIN with our teachers and kids. We know many of us are overwhelmed doing things by Zoom but until we can meet in person,
we will have to do the next best thing. The important thing is to keep our kids involved in the Gospel of
Christ. Our first month’s lesson will be about David as a shepherd and a giant slayer. If anyone knows of a
family you’d like to include in our ZOOMIN lessons, please send me an email and I will send them the zoom
link and a BAM Box. eileentremblay3@gmail.com or call me at 610-264-2012

CHURCH FINANCES FOR August 2020

Sue Butchinski, Church Treasurer

MTD:

ACTUAL

BUDGET

OVER/Under

Giving

$13313.32

$8256.77

$ 5056.55 over

Expenses

$ 6283.75

$9063.62

$-2809.87 under

Giving

$84090.45

$75926.64

$ 8163.81 over

Expenses

$77269.26

$81557.77

$-4288.51 under

YTD

I am so happy to know that our congregation is so supportive of our little church. Your dedication is keeping us in the pink financially. Once again, thank you all.

The Paul Dyer Memorial Health
Library: This month we feature the
book “Healthy Aging” by Andrew Weil,
MD. A lifelong guide to your physical and
spiritual well-being.

PER CAPITA FOR 2020: The Per Capita for
2020 has increased to $39.10.
HokeyPres in the News! Thanks go to Stacey
Koch with the Whitehall-Coplay Press, who is featuring news from our church. Newspaper updates include our livestream services on Facebook as well as
our current GoFundMe fundraiser for the building’s
brickote and painting repair.

Our 151-year-old church building needs some exterior repair!
Our church home needs some work. Our brickote exterior is falling off piece by piece, and in order to save it, we need it to be repaired and re-painted to preserve our outside walls. Total project work needed includes removal of dead trees/bushes, disconnection of exterior electrical lines, brickote repair and entire building exterior painting. We have started a GoFundMe fundraiser to benefit our needed repairs, and any donation will help make an impact. Can you check out the GoFundMe and please share it on social
media? You may also send in a your contribution via mail with a notation that the funds should go toward the fundraiser. Send it to
our mailing address or drop it off in the church mail slot. Thank you!
GoFundMe: bit.ly/HokeyPresFundraiser
Share Fundraiser from Facebook: facebook.com/HokeyPres

From our Deacon’s:
First of all the Deacons would like to thank all of you for
your amazing generosity. You help us to keep on our mission to assist those in need in our congregation and community. Our Giant Gift Card “program” is a part of that
mission and it is ongoing. On October 28, the Deacons and
Session Mission Committee are partnering to have a
mitten tree! Beginning Wednesday, October 28 and every
Wednesday until Wednesday, November 18, from 9 a.m.
to 12noon, we will have a box set up by the front door of
our church to collect mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, earmuffs and the like. Then we will place those items on our
tree in the choir room. We will take pictures and post
them on our Hokey Pres web site so you can see our progress. Then a few days before Thanksgiving we will donate
all the items to Turning Point and/or The Salvation Army.
Also, in October, the Session Nominating Committee will be
nominating people to replace those Deacons who will be
going off our roster. If you’re interested in becoming a
Deacon, please let Melody Faisetty or Carol Clancy know
(nos. and emails below). In our November newsletter we
will be giving you information about an Angel Tree
(Christmas gifts for children), and purchasing Christmas
Poinsettias for your home. Thank you again and stay safe
and well and warm! Carol Clancy: cjclancy@rcn.com, (610264-1746. Melody Faisetty: melodyfaisetty@gmail.com.

“The Memorial Garden was established in 1998
to honor our loved ones who have passed
away. Recently the need arose to purchase an
additional plaque. Both are hanging in the vestibule at the front of the church. This year the gardens were spectacular, blooming in each season. If you’d like to memorialize a loved one with
their names on the plaque, there is a $10 charge
to have the plate engraved. Please contact John
Faisetty, property committee chair, at 610-2640416.”

Offering Options:
Mail: Send to the church mailing address: 3005 S. Front Street, Whitehall, PA 18052
PayPal: Go to church website and click on “Make An Offering” link or go to: bit.ly/HokeyPresPayPal
You do not need a PayPal account. PayPal accepts all major credit and debit cards. Please note your giving
envelope number in the “Notes” section on the PayPal page.
Dropoff: Just drop your envelope thru the mail slot in the front door of the Sunday School wing.

Website:

Visit hokeypres.org for any news updates, worship service videos, and an archive of church

newsletters.

Livestream of online Sunday worship service:

Go to www.facebook.com/HokeyPres and click

on “Videos”. The live video will show up around 9:55 AM with a red “Live” graphic on the video image. Comment on the video to let us know you are present and say hi to fellow congregants!

Missed a worship service Missed a worship service?

All videos from March 2020 onward are availa-

ble for viewing on the church website at hokeypres.org

Looking for people to share worship music for our online church services.

Do you have a piece

of worship music (religious music only, we don’t have licensing permission to livestream secular music) you
would like to share during an upcoming online church service? Share your singing voice or instrument playing
by sending a message to Pastor Christy at revchristyk@gmail.com and let’s get that coordinated. You can record the music piece at home and Pastor Christy can play the music during the online service.
Tammy Seidick, Session Communication Committee

Livestream! Coming soon to our
church! Livestream worship services from our sanctuary
are coming soon. Plans are being made to allow us to continue
live streaming our worship services even after Session deems it
safe for our congregation to return to the church building for in
-person worship. Moving forward, if you are ill or unable to
join us for in-person worship, you will still be able to watch a
livestream from Facebook Live. Service video recordings will
also be available to view online afterward. Thank you to the
Property Committee for working on this
much needed project.
Tammy Seidick
Communication
Committee

We will be holding our worship service on the
church side lawn throughout September and
October as long as the warmer weather holds.
We will update the congregation via Facebook,
the website and the email list. Remember to
bring your own lawn chair and mask for worship. We will still livestream the service for those
who cannot attend. PLEASE NOTE: Sometimes
the outdoor internet strength makes for poor
audio/visual livestream quality. A higher quality
recorded version of the worship service will always be available afterward on our church website at hokeypres.org. Thanks for your patience!
Tammy Seidick

New Members Class: As several people have approached me
about becoming members of our congregation, I will be conducting a new members class this fall. The date is to be determined. The class is a one-time meeting, for about an hour and
will be held via Zoom. If you know of anyone who is interested in
becoming a member, please email me at RevChristyK@gmail.com and I will add them to my list. If anyone who
would like to join our congregation is already a member of a
different Presbyterian church, the new members class is not necessary for them. Their membership can just be transferred.
Please reach out to me at any time if you have questions.
Blessings, Pastor Christy

May Hart would like to thank everyone for the cards and
prayers she received during her recuperation period. May fell
and broke her hip in August. If you would like to send Mae a card
her address is Devonhouse Sr. Living, 1930 Bevin Drive, Allentown, PA 18103

October Birthdays:
October 4 Malia Corsino
October 9: Melody Faisetty
Emily Joan Ducko
October 15: James Shedlauskas
October 16: Margie Arehart

October 23: Bruce Linton
Janelle Sentiwany

Prayer Requests:

Do you have a joy to share

or a concern to pray over? Please email prayer
requests to Pastor Christy at revchristyk@gmail.com during the week and they will be
included in an upcoming online Sunday service.
Thank you!

We are organizing an email list!

We

need an efficient and quick way to reach all the members of
our congregation and friends of our church. If you have an
email and would welcome news and announcements via
email, please send your email address to hokeypres@gmail.com along with your name.

October 2020 Crop Hunger Walk: The October
CROP Hunger Walk/Drive-By events kick off October 1st,
2020. Due to COVID-19 precautions, participants may
choose to: Walk anytime, anywhere October 1-11, 2020
carrying CROP Hunger Walk signs and posting signs/
videos on social media. AND/OR on Sunday, October
11th, participants can drive or ride in a decorated vehicle
along a 10-mile/30 minute loop past the Allentown Area
Ecumenical Food Bank and The Lehigh Conference of
Churches’ Soup Kitchen. Awards given to those who
raise the most $.

IT’S A WHOLE DIFFERENCE EXPERIENCE! Have you ever taken the time to look at our church
website? Our church newsletter is there and it is a whole different
experience reading it on line——it’s in color and the photos are
crystal clear. You might even like it better than the paper ver sion—-by switching to the on line version you would be saving the
church the cost of a stamp, paper, copier toner etc. Let the office
know your preference.

PLEASE VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE: The more
engagement our church Facebook page receives, the more Facebook will make our page visible to followers and friends. So,
take a minute to visit our page at www.facebook.com/HokeyPres
and make sure you “like” the page, “follow” and “turn on” your
notifications.

Remember to save
your Redner Tapes
and you soda can
tabs, and Box Tops
for Education. In
Fellowship Hall.

Please drop a card or note to our members who, because of health or transportation
problems, find it difficult to worship with us Sunday morning.
Mrs. Jane Periera

5575 Green Pond Road, Easton, PA 18045

Mrs. James DeWalt

Cedarbrook, 350 S. Cedarbrook Rd., Room 322, Allentown, PA 18104

Dolly Kramlich

Above & Beyond at the Knights, 1545 Greenleaf St., #206 Allentown, PA 18102

Mrs. Lila Bowman

3422 Thomas St., Whitehall, PA 18052

Edith Scheirer

Atria Asst. Liv, 1745 W. Macada Rd., Rm. 291, Bethlehem, PA 18017

Mae Hart

Devon House, 1930 Bevin Drive, Allentown, PA 18103

Raina Gomez
Deborah Altorfer

Maria Gontkosky

People in the Military

Stephanie Baily

Charlie Grim

Angie Pontician

Barbara Bartholomew Glenn Harris

Jacob Rivera

Karen Becker

Pamela Henckel

Linda Schlosser

Cory Borger

Matthew Hess

Becky Shreck

Bonnie Brandmeir

Nicky Hudack

Joshua Scoble

Lila Bowman

Joe Kanusky

Rowan Sharrar

Elizabeth Conners

Linda Kramaranko

Jim Shedlauskas

Kathy Cutter

Joanne Sienkiewicz

Esther DeWalt

RosemaryKravenko
Judy Kresley

Michael Dobry

Jaden Leiby

Carol Walker

Doreen

Ivy Lynch

Mike Woodling

Lib Dorwart

Juliet Malay

Vance Woodley

Dolly Dougherty

Dave Martin

Matthew Yudt

Brenda Feiller

Kathy Micio

Roland Yudt

Peter Gilbert

Mary Ellen Oroskey

Rebekah Gilbert

Jane Periera

Donna Walck

Children at the Mission of the Good Shepherd,
People suffering from
depression.
People who are suffering because of the virus.

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING
“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.” 2 Thessalonians 3:16
Our October newsletter contains bulletin inserts and offering envelopes that would’ve been handed out in our sanctuary
during the month of September.
This offering hopes to join in Paul’s prayer, “peace at all times in all ways”, by equipping the Church with tools to help
those who have experienced violence, building awareness and solidarity through educational resources and through relationships with active peacemakers.
It encourages the church to cast off anxiety and fear, discord and division, and embrace our reconciling God’s mission with
those in our midst, or those around the world.
The offering enables the entire church to collaborate in our proclamation of Christ’s peace. Our own church keeps 25 %
for peacemaking purposes and building ministries of reconciliation. Some examples of how funds can be used: to help
fund educational assistance for veterans; to begin a senior companion program to help seniors with chores and errands.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” Matt. 5:9. On the upcoming WORLD COMMUNION
SUNDAY, October 4, shall we all pray for peace, in our communities, our country and the world?
This newsletter includes bulletin inserts and offering envelopes. Give from your heart, give what you can. Thanks!

We received a letter from Deborah Rohrbach’s daughter Christie telling us that her mother has Polycystic Kidney Disease (PKD) and is in need of a kidney donation. She doesn’t have much time. If you would like to learn more about
living kidney donation, you may call Christie Lynn Kondravy (Deborah’s daughter) at 484-666-9934 or send her an email at
livingkidneydonor4deb@gmail.com or call LVHN Living Donor Transplant Coordinator Sonja Handwerk at 610-402-8506,
option 5, and have a confidential conversation and get some answers to any questions you have. There is absolutely no cost
to you. You or someone you know could save her life. Please consider being our hero.
Christie Lynn Kondravy

October 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4 World Communion
Sunday Outdoor worship weather permitting

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 19th Sunday After
Pentecost. Outdoor
worship weather permitting

12 Columbus Day

13

14

15

16 World Food Day

17

18 20th Sunday After
Pentecost. Outdoor
worship weather permitting

19

20

21

22

23

24 United Nations
Day

25 21st Sunday After
Pentecost. Outdoor
worship weather permitting

26

27

28

29

30

31

