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Elders Class of 2019
Sally Heffner
Eileen Tremblay
Barry Keck
Carol Snyder
Elders Class of 2020
Kevin Justice
Tammy Seidick
Dave Sentawany
Joyce Wheeler
Elders Class of 2021
Sue Butchinski
MaryAnn Miller
Melody Faisetty
John Faisetty
Deacons Class of 2019
Gail Rhinehart
Louise Juretus
Carol Clancy
Deacons Class of 2020
Janet Keck
Archie Myes
Deacons Class of 2021
Donna Pontician
Samara mebane
Karen Sentiwany
Carol Steigerwalt

Email: hokeypres@gmail.com
Website: first Presbyterian church of hokendauqua
*******************We are now on facebook**********************
I always struggle with saying goodbye to summer. I
love warm weather, outdoor activities, long walks with
Luna, watercolor sunset and the sound of crickets late
into the night. The truth is, it isn’t just summer. I resist letting go of a lot of things. Sometimes even things
that aren’t good for me, like old resentments. During a
recent worship service, we talked about forgiveness,
based on Jesus’ parable of the Unforgiving Servant.
Why do we often struggle to let go of our resentments?
To forgive those who have hurt us? C.S. Lewis once
wrote that everyone thinks forgiveness is a wonderful
idea, until they have something to forgive. Truer words
may never have been spoken. Forgiveness is a beautiful and deeply spiritual thing. But the truth is,
it’s also hard. When you have been deeply hurt by someone, forgiveness can feel like a step you just
can’t take. We struggle to forgive because we’ve been hurt. We’ve been wronged. We struggle to
forgive because we want revenge. We want to get back at the person or persons who hurt us. Or
we struggle to forgive because we are waiting for the person who hurt us to apologize, to make
amends, to beg us for that very forgiveness we’re holding back. But that’s where we might just be
misunderstanding the nature of forgiveness. Forgiveness means to release, to let go of the other.
Forgiveness does NOT mean denying our hurt. Forgiveness does NOT mean we are excusing what
hurt us, or saying it didn’t matter, or it’s okay. It DID matter, it DID hurt, and it is NOT okay.
Jesus forgave Judas Iscariot even before the betrayal that led to his death. He forgave Peter for his
denial. He forgave those who pushed their way through the crowds to fall at his feet in tearful confession. He forgave the thief beside him as he was executed. And as he hung on that battered, bloody
cross, he forgave those who put him there. Who are we to withhold forgiveness from anyone else?
What’s more, when we forgive, when we let go of what happened, our well-being is vastly improved. We must let go. We must offer ourselves the gift of release, the gift of freedom. The gift of
forgiveness. If we don’t, we are giving that person or persons or situation the power to turn us
into bitter, angry, hardened people. And bitter, angry, hardened people are not who we are called to
be. When we hold onto resentment, we aren’t hurting those who hurt us. We are only hurting
ourselves. Who or what is still holding you trapped? Give it to God. Place it at the foot of the cross
and leave it there. During our worship service we physically wrote who or what we need to forgive
on cards and tacked them to the cross, but you can do the same thing on your mind. Take it to the
cross and leave it there. Let it go. Be released. Be healed. Be free. Jesus makes all things new, and
our precious hearts are no exception.

OUR CHURCH
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Begins September 15,
2019, at 9 AM. Every first and third Sunday.

Rev. Christy’s
Hours: You may find

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: Begins September 8, 2019 at 8:30 AM in the chapel.

her in her office Tuesday through Friday
from 10 AM until 2 PM.
It might be a good idea to let her know ahead of
time if you need to speak with her, you may call
the church at 610-264-9693 or by emailing her at
revchristyk@gmail.com

BOOK CLUB: Begins September 16, 2019
at 9:30 AM
CHOIR REHERSAL: Sept. 18, 2019 at 7PM
REGULAR CHURCH HOURS will begin September 15, 2019. Church will begin at 10
a.m.

Church will begin at 10 AM starting September 15th.
Remember to wear your Blue Jeans!

SESSION

The Church
Office will
be Closed
on Labor
Day

Girl Scout s will
begin holding their
meetings at our
church on Wednesday, September 4th
from 6:30 PM to 8
PM.

The next session meeting will be Thursday, September
26, 2019.
CHOIR
Choir will sing during our Service on 9/15/19. Choir practice will begin on 9/18/19 at 7 PM.

CHURCH FINANCES FOR July 2019
From Sue Butchinski, Church Treasurer

Giving

Budget

Actual

Over/Under

Income

$7806.19

$7322.63

(- $ 483.56) Under

Expense

$8561.42

$10403.00*

$1841.58 Over

*Board of Pension billed May, June and July all in July.

YTD
Income

$49433.53

$67002.72

Expenses

$46474.55

$45922.29

$17569.19 Over
(-$

552.26) Under

Our church building is 150 years old this year. Please go to our
web page at First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua and
read our church history.

Our Sunday School received this recognition from Heifer International for “serving
the Lord through faith efforts and exercising your gifts and donations to end hunger
and poverty”.

“Many things conspired to delay the completion of the edifice.
The Lecture Room was first opened for
service and dedicated to the worship of
God on Sunday, May 3, 1868. Rev. Earle
presided and preached the dedication
sermon. The main church building was
finally completed and dedicated on September 26, 1869. At that time Rev. James
A. Little, the pastor-elect, presided over
the dedication. The church was quite impressive with its original attractive spire
that had an elevation of 131 feet and
base of 600 feet above sea level. “

From the Nominating Committee:
We are now in an exciting time here at church. Rev. Christy has arrived along with her energy, enthusiasm, genuine caring, wonderful ideas, and meaningful sermons each Sunday morning!
Please prayerfully consider becoming a Deacon or Elder when asked this fall. Rev. Christy’s energy
is contagious! Join in the fun!
One of our church goals is to GROW, both spiritually and numerically. Your saying “YES” and sharing your ideas will help reach that goal. Thanks in advance.

Produce from the
Church Garden,
thank you Megan
and friends.

September
Birthdays
Sept. 5: Matthew Snyder
Sept. 6: Sue Butchinski
Sept. 7: Jessica Filipovits
Sept. 9: Jeanine Snyder
Sept. 10: Joanne Matthews
Sept. 22: Sandy Moran
Sept. 23: Janet Keck
Sept. 25: Kevin Justice
Sept. 26: Kathy Midio
Richard Woodling
Betty Cunningham
Sept. 29: Karen Cope
Julia Rowland
Sept. 30: Paige Linton
Michael Snyder

MONDAY MORNING BOOK CLUB is back beginning September 16th from 9:30 a.m. until 11:00
a.m. The group meets every Monday. A book is chosen by the group, jointly read and then discussed. If
you would like to spend some time with a fun group of
people (lots of laughs) looking to learn more about
faith and the Holy Spirit, please come and join us.
There is no Bible quiz, secret handshake or registration, just a desire to deepen your faith and sit in community with others wanting to do the same. Oh, and
did I mention baked goods and coffee? So, please
come and join us. Call Eileen Tremblay for more information at 610-261-2012

OUR PAUL DYER MEMORIAL HEALTH
LIBRARY: This month we featur e the book
“healing death” by Dennis L.
Zimmerman. Drawing from experiences from his own life as
well as his career as a church
leader and pastoral counselor,
Zimmerman lays out the emotionand hands-on issues of death and
dying and offers concrete ways to
deal with each one.

al

Loans & Scholarships for PC (USA) members attending college. The Pr esbyter ian Chur ch is now pr oviding
parent plus loans at a very reasonable rate and no fees for dependents attending college in the United States. If you
or someone you know is a member of the PC (USA), they are eligible to apply. Go to https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/financialaid/presbyterian-church-usaparent-loan/ for more information. Eligibility Requirements are as followed: Parent must be an active member of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), a U.S. Citizen or permanent resident of the United States, a Full-Time parent or
guardian of dependent student who is: enrolled at lease half-time at an accredited college or university in the United
States. Making satisfactory Academic Progress, Demonstrates educational cost in excess of awarded grants, scholarships and loans, gives satisfactory evidence of financial reliability. The range of this award is $10,000 per year
with a $75,000 lifetime cap. The deadline to apply is September 1st. Interest rate is 6% and repayment begins 60
days after final loan disbursement. The office of Financial Aid for Services also provides scholarships to undergraduate students. Visit www.pcusa.org/scholarship for more information.

Free Community Meals: September 1: Muslim Association of L.V. on Schadt Ave. September 17: Whitehall Bible Fellowship Church on 7th St. in Whitehall.
Open/Drop-In Grief Support Groups: Easton: Fir st Monday of ever y month fr om 4-5:30 PM at St. Luke’s
Anderson, Medical Office Building, 1700 St. Luke’s Blvd, Easton, lower level conference room A.
Gentle Yoga for Grief, Stress and Life Transitions is offer ed by Wendy Littner Thompson, M.Ed,. LPC,
RYT. Please contact her at 610-730-1992 or visit her website at www.givinggriefavoice.com
Snack Pack Pals: We continue to help the students of Whitehall-Coplay Schools by accepting items for Snack
Pack Pals. How you can help...Monetary Donations can be made payable and sent to Whitehall-Coplay Hunger Initiative, 1080 Schadt Avenue, Whitehall, PA 18052, or you may donate food, coupons and personal and toiletry
items. Drop off points are the Coplay Public Library, Re/Max Unlimited Real Estate, Whitehall Public Library. For
more information contact Leah Saliby at saliby@whitehallcoplay.org.
Cash Bingo, Sunday, September 8th , door s open at 1 pm calling star ts at 2 pm. At Commitment to Family &
Community, 165 Cherry Street in Coplay. All proceeds to benefit Whitehall-Coplay Hunger Initiative
Mark Your Calendars: Basket Social, Bake Sale, Flea Table plus Food: Pr esbyter ian Chur ch of Catasauqua. Friday, October 4 from 4 to 7 and Saturday, October 5 from 9 to 12.
Special Request for Baby and Toddler Supplies by the Lehigh Confer ence of Chur ches. Contact
Irowe@lehighchurches.org for more information or see the notice on our bulletin board.
Let Chik-fil-A Help you pay for College: See notice on bulletin boar d.

PLEASE VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE: The
more engagement our church Facebook page receives, the
more Facebook will make our page visible to followers
and friends. So, take a minute to visit our page at
www.facebook.com/HokeyPres and make sure you “like”
the page, “follow” and “turn on” your notifications.

IT’S A WHOLE DIFFERENCE EXPERIENCE! Have you ever taken the time to look at
our church website? Our church newsletter is there and it
is a whole different experience reading it on line——it’s
in color and the photos are crystal clear. You might even
like it better than the paper version—-by switching to the
on line version you would be saving the church the cost of
a stamp, paper, copier toner etc. Let the office know your
preference.

Coming Up Soon….2019-20
Kirkwood Programing
September 28: Youth Day (4th 0 6th
graders)
November `1-3: Middle School Retreat
December 20-22: Winter Camp
February 22: Youth Day (4th to 6th
Graders)
March 6-8: Confir mation A
March 27-29: Confir mation B
Kirkwood Camp

Remember to save your Redner Tapes and
you soda can tabs, and Box Tops for Education. See the collection jars in Fellowship Hall.

127 Kirkwood Road
Stroudsburg. PA 18360
www.kirkwoodcamp.org

Please drop a card or note to our members who, because of health or transportation
problems, find it difficult to worship with us Sunday morning.
Mrs. Jane Periera

5575 Green Pond Road, Easton, PA 18045

Mrs. James DeWalt

Cedarbrook, 350 S. Cedarbrook Rd., Room 322, Allentown, PA 18104

Dolly Kramlich

Above & Beyond at the Knights, 1545 Greenleaf St., #206 Allentown, PA
18102

Dorothy Kromer

3107 S. Third Street, Whitehall, PA 18052

Mrs. Lila Bowman

3422 Thomas St., Whitehall, PA 18052

Dorothy Somers

Fellowship Manor, Unit 273, 3010 Fellowship Drive, Whitehall, PA 18052

Jean Krall

Sacred Heart By the Creek, 602 E. 21st St., Room 218, Northampton, PA
18067

Edith Scheirer

Atria Asst. Liv, 1745 W. Macada Rd., Rm. 291, Bethlehem, PA 18017

Deborah Altorfer

Peter Gilbert

McKnight Family

Matthew Yudt

Abruzzi Family

Rebekah Gilbert

Kathy Micio

Stephen Arehart

Raina Gomez

Mary Ellen Oroskey

Karen Becker

Maria Gontkosky

Jane Periera

Children at the Mission of the Good Shepherd,

Cory Borger

Charlie Grim

People in the Military

Bonnie Brandmeir

Glenn Harris

Angie Pontician

Lila Bowman

Pamela Henckel

Jacob Rivera

Jonah Brown

Nicky Hudack

Linda Schlosser

Susan Chandler

Joe “B”

Cynthia Schwenk

Elizabeth Conners

Joe Kanusky

Becky Shreck

Kathy Cutter

Klepeiss Family

Joshua Scoble

Esther DeWalt

Jean Krall

Jim Shedlauskas

Michael Dobry

Linda Kramaranko

Joanne Sienkiewicz

Lib Dorwart

Donna Walck

Dolly Dougherty

RosemaryKravenko
Judy Kresley

Brenda Feiller

Ivy Lynch

Dave Weikel

Carol Walker

People suffering from
depression.

