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Elders Class of 2021 

Sue Butchinski 

MaryAnn Miller 

Melody Faisetty 

John Faisetty 

Elders Class of 2022 

Carl Moran 

Sandy Moran 

Barbara Quigg 

Carol Snyder 

Elders Class of 2023 

Sally Heffner 

Tammy Seidick 

David Sentiwany 

Eileen Tremblay 

Deacons Class of  
2021 

Donna Pontician 

Samara Mebane 

Karen Sentiwany 

Carol Steigerwalt 

Deacons Class of 
2022 

Carol Clancy 

Megan Justice 

Maddie Stettler 

Jayne Stevens 

Deacons Class of 
2023 

Louise Juretus 

John Rowland 

Karen Bydlon 

Chris Mondschein 

 
Dear Friends: 

Lately I’ve been finding myself thinking so much about the idea of grace. It’s one of 

those words we in the church use a lot when we are talking about God. 

But Christians aren’t always so quick to extend grace to each other. It’s a nice idea, 

but in practice it is a bit more difficult, especially when grace is coupled with for-

giveness, as it usually is. 

This difficulty is the reason the Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Colossians, wrote “Bear with one another and 

forgive any complaint you may have against someone else. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” (Col. 3:13)  

When someone hurts us, our tendency as Christians is to say that we forgive them. It isn’t always easy, but 

that’s our tendency and our practice. We forgive those who hurt us. But grace is another step altogether. Ex-

tending grace to someone who wrongs us means taking a step back and saying “I need to understand where this 

person is coming from, why they acted that way, and how I can be more understanding of their situation,” then 

wrapping our gift of forgiveness in that understanding. 

It’s one thing to say “I forgive that person,” but quite another to make sure we don’t avoid them, or sulk in their 

presence, or make sure they see that while we may have forgiven them, we won’t ever forget. That’s not grace. 

That’s not even really forgiveness. 

When we act in grace, we are acting as Jesus called us to act. He didn’t tell us we need to behave with grace but 

he told us to forgive one another, so the part about grace is just a given.  

The other aspect of grace that is often separate from forgiveness is the ability to treat others with love and re-

spect. In the interminably long months since the pandemic took root in early 2020, pastors and church leaders 

have implored our congregations to extend us grace as we navigate an unknown situation. We had to under-

stand the nature of the virus as best we could, follow CDC guidelines, listen to suggestions from the Presbytery, 

and ultimately do what we believed in our hearts was best for those we have been called and entrusted to lead. 

This was, of course made more difficult by the fact that every church made different decisions. Some never 

stopped indoor worship, others – like our church – shut down the building completely. Timelines for reopening 

were constantly changing. And understandably, congregation members became frustrated with the whole thing. 

And while things are now improving, they are not over. Even once we are back in the building for worship on 

June 20, there will be precautions in place. And more than ever, we as your church leaders will need your grace. 

We need you to understand that we are trying to do what we think is best, and trust that we are prayerfully do-

ing all we can to be the leaders you need right now. 

In the end, we all function better when we give, receive, and practice true grace. 

Love and light, 

Pastor Christy 



 

                      THE GRAND REOPENING OF THE CHURCH 

  
At the May Session meeting, Session addressed the issue and voted to reopen the church to indoor ser-

vices effective June 20, 2021.  There will be rules to follow in order to keep everyone safe.  Every other row 

of pews will be closed off to maintain social distancing and masks will be required while inside the 

church.  We will have the sanctuary cooled down prior to the service but will shut down the air conditioning 

during the service in order to prevent air circulation from spreading virus.  We will not be singing hymns 

just yet, but will sing the Gloria Patri and the closing benediction, and offering will continued to be collected 

by bringing your offering to the plate instead of passing the plate.  We will monitor attendance and if the 

numbers exceed the allowable space in the sanctuary we will overflow to the Chapel downstairs.  Our new 

live-steaming camera system will send the service to the chapel.  If anyone has any questions about this 

please contact Pastor Christy or any of the Elders. 

 

 

SESSION NEWS: 

Outdoor Church Worship Services:  We are meeting outdoors on the church 

side lawn Sundays at 10am until Sunday, June 20 when the church will reopen.  Please 

join us outside until June 20 or join us on the Facebook livestream at 

www.facebook.com/HokeyPres.  Recordings are posted on the church website.   

 

Sunday School, Body Prayer Classes, Friday Fellowship and Book Club will take a break 

over the summer, but will return in the fall. 

 

Men’s Fellowship Group Event:  The first Men’s Fellowship group event is open to 

the ladies as well.  Join us for glass blowing at the Banana Factory and lunch afterwards on Sat-

urday, June 5th at 9:30am.  The cost is $75, lunch included.  Contact Guy Kass at 

guy@glassthatworks.com 

 

New Landscaping coming to front of church and the painting contin-

ues:  The Property Committee is hard at work organizing a few different projects.  One upcom-

ing project which will be enjoyed by all who come to the church is a new landscape design for 

the front of the church.  It will include new plantings of trees, shrubbery and flowers.  The pro-

ject will encompass a memorial garden update as well.  Look for dedication information upon 

completion of the project.  In addition to the landscaping, painting continues on the outside of 

the church building after PP&L moved electric wires which impeded the completion of the work.  

Also, look for minor painting updates and repairs made to the window areas inside the sanctu-

ary. 





Offering Options:   

Mail:  Send to the church mailing address:  3005 S. Front Street, Whitehall, PA   18052 

PayPal:  Go to church website and click on “Make An Offering” link or go to:  bit.ly/HokeyPresPayPal 

You do not need a PayPal account.  PayPal accepts all major credit and debit cards.  Please note your giving 

envelope number in the “Notes” section on the PayPal page. 

Drop off:  Just drop your envelope thru the mail slot in the front door of the Sunday School wing. 

Website:  Visit hokeypres.org for any news updates, worship service videos, and an archive of church 

newsletters. 

Livestream of online Sunday worship service:  Go to www.facebook.com/HokeyPres and click 

on “Videos”.  The live video will show up around 9:55 AM with a red “Live” graphic on the video image.  Com-

ment on the video to let us know you are present and say hi to fellow congregants! 

Missed a worship service Missed a worship service?  All videos from March 2020 onward are availa-

ble for viewing on the church website at hokeypres.org 

                                                                                                Tammy Seidick,  Session Communication Committee 

 

The church exterior painting project continued in the last 

week of May.  If you haven't been to the church in a while 

take a drive by and check it out!   

The Lehigh Presbytery alerted area 

churches to a new FEMA program which pro-

vides relief funds to families who encountered 

funeral costs after losing a loved one to Covid-

19.  These grants can reimburse expenses al-

ready incurred.  For more information, please 

call FEMA at 844-684-6333 or visit http://

fema.gov/funeral-assistance/faq 

On Sunday, June 20 our church plans to welcome a few new members to our con-

gregation.  Please join us in person or online to welcome friendly new (and familiar!) faces 

to the Hokey Pres family. 



 

June Birthdays: 
June 1:  Rebekah Gilbert 

June 3:  Donna Martin 

June 4:  Michael Kramlich 

June 5:  Doug Sammak 

June 7:  Kathleen Wedge 

              Andrew Bydlon 

June 8:  Bill Gilbert 

June 13:  Kian Mahdi Linton 

June 15:  John Filipovits 

June 16:  George Goshey 

 

June 17:  Katlyn Bilder 

June 19:  Peter Gilbert 

June 21:  Sandra Bennett 

                Maggie Johnson 

June 22:  John Hrizuk 

                 Michael Hrizuk 

                 Rose Hrizuk 

June 25:  Thomas Bennett 

June 26:  Archie Myers 

June 27:  Jill Lafaw 

                 Megan Justice 

Prayer Requests:  Do you have a joy to 

share or a concern to pray over?  Please email 

prayer requests to Pastor Christy at                           

revchristyk@gmail.com during the week and they 

will be included in an upcoming Sunday service.  

Thank you! 

We are organizing an email list!  We 

need an efficient and quick way to reach all the members of 

our congregation and friends of our church.  If you have an 

email and would welcome news and announcements via 

email, please send your email address to                             

hokeypres@gmail.com along with your name. 

 

 

Virtual Membership 

Physical church attendance is not always possible.  There are many reasons that may prevent a person from being 
able to join a local church.  Our desire is to provide church membership for people who are in those positions.  Not 
everyone is blessed with a family.  The First Presbyterian Church of Hokendauqua is a church where you will feel like 
family!  If you cannot physically be at our weekly services, we want you to be part of them through virtual member-
ship.  You will receive links to our Sunday services where you can join our live stream.  You, our digital church family, 
are important to us and we want to be there for you.  Send us your prayer requests and keep us posted on the ex-
citing things happening in your life by calling our church office or sending us an email.  We are so blessed by the 
growing number of virtual members and we pray God ministers to you through these services! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:   

We are compiling a list of members who, upon request, would be willing to cook a 

meal when we have members who are recovering from an illness or injury.  Please 

email Megan Justice at  mjustice395@gmail.com if you are interested and for more 

details.   



Please drop a card or note to our members who, because of health or transportation 

problems,  find it difficult to worship with us Sunday morning. 

Margie Arehart    2756 Rolling Green Place, Macungie, PA   18062 

Janet and Walter Bloszinsky 214 Church Street, Catasauqua, PA   18032 

Esther and Donald DeWalt  276 Circle Drive, Catasauqua, PA   18032 

Linda DeWalt   Cedarbrook, 350 S. Cedarbrook Rd., Room 322, Allentown, PA   18104 

Dolly Kramlich                      Above & Beyond at the Knights, 1545 Greenleaf St., #206 Allentown, PA  18102 

Mrs. Jane Periera  5575 Green Pond Road, Easton, PA   18045 

Edith Scheirer                       Atria Asst. Liv, 1745 W. Macada Rd., Rm. 291, Bethlehem, PA 18017 

Dorothy Sommers Fellowship Manor Unit 273, 3010 Fellowship Drive, Whitehall, PA 18052 

Jim Shedlauskas  3021 Rosewood Court, Whitehall, PA  18052 

 

Deborah Altorfer 

Stephanie Baily 

Barbara Bartholomew 

Karen Becker 

Cory Borger 

Lacey Bowman 

Bonnie Brandmeir 

Valerie Chandler 

     and family 

Elizabeth Conners 

Kathy Cutter 

Esther DeWalt 

Michael Dobry 

Doreen 

Dolly Dougherty 

Brenda Feiller 

Peter Gilbert 

Rebekah Gilbert 

Alex & Elizabeth Gill 

Steve Glick 

Raina Gomez 

Maria Gontkosky 

Charlie Grim 

Guzenski Family 

Glenn Harris 

Pamela Henckel 

David Hertzog 

Matthew Hess 

Nicky Hudack 

Joe Kanusky 

Barbara Knarr 

Linda Kramaranko 

RosemaryKravenko     

Judy Kresley 

Sharon Kulik 

Caroline Laudhorn 

Jaden Leiby 

Marie Lychak 

Ivy Lynch  

Juliet Malay 

Dave Martin 

Kathy Micio 

Archie Myers 

Oroskey Family 

Jane Periera 

People in the Military 

Angie Pontician 

Jacob Rivera 

Kathy Rowland 

Linda Schlosser 

Becky Shreck 

Joshua Scoble 

Rowan Sharrar 

Jim Shedlauskas 

JoanneSienkiewicz  

Bob Smith 

Carol Steigerwalt 

Donna Walck 

Carol Walker          

Mike Woodling 

Vance Woodley 

Yudt Family 

Roland Yudt 

People suffering from 

depression.   

People who are suffer-

ing because of the vi-

rus. 

 



Remember to save 

your Redner Tapes 

and you soda can 

tabs, and Box Tops 

for Education.  In 

Fellowship Hall.   

June 2021 
Sun. Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2  National Gun 

Violence Awareness 

Day 

3 4 5 

6  2nd Sunday after 

Pentecost 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 3rd Sunday after 

Pentecost 

New Member Recogni-

tion 

14 15 16 17   18 19  Juneteenth 

20 4th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Father’s Day 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 5th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

PC(USA) World AIDS 

Sunday 

28 29 30    

 

Session is pleased to report that a new camera and live stream computer equipment has been in-
stalled in our church sanctuary. Starting on Sunday June 20th when our worship service moves 
from outdoors to inside, our services will be live streamed on both YouTube and Facebook. This is 
exciting news for church family members near and far who might be unable to attend in-person. The 
recorded services will also be archived and available to re-watch online. When you attend our wor-
ship services, please be aware that the livestream camera is attached to the back wall of the sanc-
tuary. The live stream of the service will also play on the TV in the chapel room for those who prefer 
to not be in the sanctuary. 

Church News: 

Church Sanctuary Livestream Equipment Is Installed 

 




